The Carn  Brae Castle
Following the peace of 1815 the seas around the Island were again busy with ships and the pre-war pattern of frequent shipwrecks returned. Scores of vessels grounded on the coast every year, most escaping or too small to notice. One unusual case was the loss of the naval schooner Nightingale, which was stranded on The Shingles while taking a mad lieutenant to Portsmouth. The crew abandoned him to perish with the ship.
The greatest wreck of the 1820's was the full rigged East Indiaman Carn Brae Castle, driven ashore on July 5th, 1829. She had been bound for Bengal with a cargo of manufactures and stores for the East India Company, and a number of company employees and their families. She was driven ashore in a freak summer storm which split her hull on the gnarled rocks of Brook Ledge and forced the crew to saw down the main and mizzen masts. The following morning found the ship listing and low in the water. The swell was too big for the local fishing boats but Coastguard Lieutenant Dornford managed to reach the battered vessel in the Coastguard's cutter and rescued the passengers. Captain Barber decided to stay on to try and salvage the valuable ship.
A small boat was launched to drop an anchor to seaward but it was swamped and the ship's sailmaker drowned. The storm continued, forcing Barber to fell the foremast, and when the gale finally eased the ship was a total wreck. A fleet of small ships came to salvage as much of the cargo as was possible before she completely disappeared.
Lieutenant Dornford's part in the rescue saved his skin in 1836 when he was accused of collusion with smugglers including once ignoring signals for reinforcements during a gun battle between coastguards and smugglers in Totland Bay. He was obviously guilty but his senior officer was bombarded with letters from the Island's gentry and clergy recalling the Cam Brae Castle rescue; and Dornford was acquitted. The same year the ship’s remains were the first to be explored by the Deane Brothers in their newly invented air –filled diving suits.
