                                                     The Sandrock Chalybeate Spring.

       Dr Alan Champion.

1. Dr Thomas Laurence Waterworth, a physician from Newport, having heard of the healing properties of the aluminous †chalybeate * water mentioned in Worsley’s Isle of Wight History, explored the area in 1807 and having found the spring 1 developed it. He was granted a lease for lives by Charles Anderson Pelham the then Lord of the Manor of Chale and later by Michael Hoy, Esq.. He built a grotto for visitors to take the water. Dr Lemprière of the Army Depot Hospital at Parkhurst described the finding of the spring and its medicinal properties in 1811  2  3 4 5  6      
Access to the spring was from the road from Niton Undercliff to Blackgang and the Royal Sandrock Hotel was built near the Niton Undercliff end of the road. The business of selling the water at the Dispensary declined and the Spring closed to the public in 1860. The last remnants of the grotto were lost in a landslip in 1958.The house was the home of the Livesay family but it succumbed to a further landslip in 1978.
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† aluminous i.e. a solution containing alum. An alum is a compound double salt of the general formula

R’(SO4)R’’’(SO4)2 24 H2O, where R’ is a monovalent metal or radical e.g. sodium, potassium or ammonium and R ’’’ is an atom of a trivalent metal e.g. iron or aluminium.

* chalybeate from the Greek Χαλνβις –iron, from Chalybes in Asia Minor renowned for its workers’ skill in iron work.        Meaning, impregnated or flavoured with iron.
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