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	1622
	Robert Holmes is born in Ireland of English parents.

	1642-
1645
	During the Civil War, he fights in the army on the King’s side in Prince Maurice’s regiment.

	1646
	Leaves England for the continent with Prince Rupert’s party.

	1648-
1653
	Sails with Prince Rupert’s piratical fleet.

	1660
	In command of a squadron bound for Guinea on west coast of Africa. Mission included trading, gold prospecting and slave trading.
Quarrel with Pepys over appointment of a master to Holmes ship. Pepys feared the temper of Holmes might result in a duel and that he would certainly die.
Appointed Captain and Commander of Sandown Castle.

	1663
	Operating in the Reserve in the western Mediterranean. Trialling Huygens’s pendulum clock at sea as a means of establishing longitude.

	1664
	Leads another expedition to Guinea to support the trade of the African Company in that area. Holmes in hostile action against the Dutch West India Company along the Guinea coast. The resulting uproar ends in war. Holmes is confined to the Tower but shortly released. More trials of Huygens’s pendulum clock at sea on voyage to Gambia.

	1665
	Battle of Lowestoft.
Knighted by Charles II and given command of new third rate, the Defiance.
Promoted acting Rear-Admiral.
Distinguishes himself in the Four Days Battle.
Takes part in the St. James’s Day fight.

	1666
	"Holmes’s Bonfire" - devastating raid on Dutch islands of Vlie and Schelling.
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	"Holmes’s Bonfire" - the raid on Vlie and Schelling in 1666.


	1667
	Appointed Commander-in-Chief of a squadron to operate from Portsmouth & the Isle of Wight.
Purchased the Governorship of the Isle of Wight from Lord Colepeper.

	1668
	Jan. - Duel between Duke of Buckingham and Earl of Shrewsbury. Holmes acted as second to the Duke. Death of the Earl and another second. Convicted of murder but later reprieved.

	1669
	Oct. - Elected M.P. for Winchester.

	1671
	Entertained King at his new house on the Island.

	1672
	Jan. Appointed Senior Officer at Portsmouth and given command of 90 gun St. Michael.
Marchattacks 70 strong Dutch Smyrna merchant fleet in the Channel.
Takes part in the Battle of Solway Bay.


	(1672 onwards - Holmes acting as Governor based mainly on the Isle of Wight and in London)
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	1676
	Re-imbursed £2,000 for proceeding six year’s work on forts and castles of Isle of Wight.

	1677
	Obtained the election of his brother, John Holmes, as M.P. for Newtown.

	1678
	Birth of illegitimate daughter, Mary.

	1679
	Bought property in Yarmouth, I.W., (present George Hotel) and Thorley Farm.
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	The house of Robert Holmes in Yarmouth, after it had become 'The George Hotel'.


	1682
	Angers Charles II by presenting an address from Charles’s illegitimate son, the Duke of Monmouth.

	1684
	Accused of conducting mismusters as Governor of I.W.

	1687
	Appointed by James II to command a squadron to go out to the West Indies to suppress buccaneers. But he does not go. Instead he puts Stephen Lynch in as agent at Port Royal to conduct the business for him.
Commission to Sir Robert Holmes
To command a squadron to be sent to the West Indies for suppression of pirates, with power to pardon those who surrender within twelve months and give security for good behaviour.
Bath, August 21, 1687.
Countersigned: Sunderland.
(P.R.O. CSP, Colonial Series: America and West Indies, 1685-1688: no. 1411.)

	1688
	Organising defences on I.W.
The ‘Glorious Revolution’. Island militia grows mutinous. Holmes is confined to Yarmouth with a garrison. Soldiers abscond during the night.
William keeps Holmes in office as Governor.

	1690
	Very ill with gout in his limbs.

	1692
	Nov. 18 - Death of Holmes. Buried in Yarmouth.




	Dictionary of National Biography. Vol:IX. (OUP : 1921-22)

Robert Holmes
"...It does not appear that Holmes was ever married; he had no legitimate children; and by his will, after making ample provision for an illegitimate daughter, Mary Holmes, he demised the bulk of his property to his nephew, Henry, son of his eldest brother, Thomas Holmes of Kilmallock, co. Limerick, subject to the condition that he married the illegitimate daughter within eighteen months. The marriage was duly carried out....Mary, Mrs. Holmes, was buried at Yarmouth on 7 March 1760, aged 82."


	Pedigree of Holmes Family in I.W. Record Office Family Folder Section.

Admiral Sir R. Holmes
Born 1621. Died 1692. 

Natural daughter Mary = her cousin, Col. Henry Holmes.
(mother's name unknown)


	Celia Fiennes, after seeing the memorial statue of R. Holmes in Yarmouth Church in the 1690's:

"Sir Robert Holmes...is buried where is his statue cutt in length in white marble in the Church and railed in with Iron Grates, he was raised from nothing and an imperious Governor and what he scrap'd together was forced to leave to his nephew and base daughter haveing no other, and they have set up this stately Monument which cost a great deal".



	From The Isle of Wight History Centre.
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APPENDIX II 
from Man of War :

 Sir Robert Holmes and the Restoration Navy. 1969. 
(see p. 209)
                                                   Inscriptions on Holmes's  [image: image7.jpg]Genealogical Table

Robert Holmes

an officer in Elizabeth’s Irish Wars, Provost of Mallow in 1612

|
Henry Holmes of Mallow

unknown son  Col. Thomas Holmes* Sir Robert Holmes Sir John Holmes = Margaret Lowther*

of Kilmallock 1622-1692 d. 1683
| | | b
Alice* several other Robert* Henry* Mary Robert* John* Elizabeth*
daughters major 1678-1760
M.P. for
Newtown &
Yarmouth.

Sole exor. of

Sir R. H.’s will

several daughters Thomas Robert Henry several other
(1699-1764)  (1701-41) (1703-62) children of both
created Lord Holmes Lt. Gen., - sexes
of Kilmallock

* Mentioned by name as beneficiaries in Sir Robert Holmes’s will, dated 28 October 1692, and
proved 19 November 1692.
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monument in Yarmouth)  I . o. W.
The inscription recorded by the Rev. Thomas Pocock in his journal for 25 April 1704 is as follows:
Expertus bello sociusque in pace jucundus, Et pace et bello bene regno et rege receptus. Pregrandi spiritu fecit vir magnus honorem, Quem vita longa nunquam nee morte reliquit.
Of which the following is a free translation:
A professional in war and in peace a convivial companion,
his worth was recognised by both king
and kingdom in either circumstance. The honour
this great man won by his transcendent spirit was
not tarnished in the course of a long life or in
the Death that closed it.
The existing inscription, probably carved by a mason who had no Latin, runs as follows:
I. H. S. I.
Robertus Holmes Miles
Henrici Holmes De Mallow Comitatus Corkensis in Hibernia Armigeri Filius natu Tertius ab ineunte Adolescentia ad acquirendam armis gloriam intentus Militiae nomen dedit et sub serenissimi Regis Caroli vexillis Tyrocinia ponens contra perduelles fortiter feliciterque pugnavit. Pari deinde animo, Pari laude navalibus se immiscuit proeliis et sub Auspiciis Celsissimi principis Ruperti egregie meruit. Cum vero videret Causam Regiam armis ultra defendinon posse, ad exteros sese principes Contulit et in Gallia, Germania, Flandria rebus Belli pulchre gestis inclaruit. Rege Carolo 2do fauste Tandem prospereque restaurato ab eo Castelli De Sandon in vectis insula praefecturam (tanquam veteris Meriti praemium) accepit et subinde Militis Titulo ornatus est. Anno 1666, Copiarum Navalium quae Rubris vexillis insigniuntur legatus alter Con-stitutus Portum Batavum De Ulij exigua classe intravit Cumque illic Naves centum et octoginta Concremasset in Scellengam descendit et Branderium istius Insulae primarium oppidum incendio delevit. Ob haec et alia multa praeclare acta eum Serenissimus Rex haud indebitis illius et virtuti, et Fidei praemiis honoravit, Insulaeque vectis ducem et Gubernatorem durante vita naturali praefecit quinetiam Faecialium principi Mandavit ut Ipsius gentilitiis insignibus Leo Anglicus adscriberetur, necnon Crista nempe Brachium Armatum enavali corona porrectum et Tridentem gerens. Hos Honores qua arte acquisivit eadem etiam tuebatur Vir Fortissimus, nimirum bene merendo, fideli semper in Reges et in patriam studio. Obiit An: Dom: 1692 Nov: 18.
Honoratissimo Patruo infra Sepulto hoc Monumentum posuit HENRICUS holmes vectis Insulae praefecti authoritate Regia locum tenens.
Which may be rendered:
Here lies buried Sir Robert Holmes, Knight, third son of Henry Holmes esq. of Mallow, Co. Cork, Ireland. From early youth he was bent on winning fame in the profession of arms to which he served his apprenticeship under the banners of His Sacred Majesty King Charles, for whom he fought with courage and success against the rebels. The same qualities distinguished his subsequent incursion into naval warfare under the auspices of His Highness Prince Rupert. But when he saw that the King's Cause could no longer be sustained in arms he betook himself to the service of foreign princes and added fresh laurels to his military reputation on the battlefields of France, Germany and Flanders. On the happy and prosperous, though long delayed, restoration of King Charles II he received from him (as a reward for his past services) the Captaincy of Sandown Castle in the Isle of Wight and was subsequently honoured with a knighthood. In the year 1666 as Rear-Admiral of the Red he entered the Dutch harbour of the Vlie with a small squadron and there, when he had burnt 180 of their ships, he attacked the island of Schelling and burned Brandaris, its principal town, to the ground. For these and many other out​standing achievements His Sacred Majesty, in recognition of his courage and loyalty, honoured and rewarded him, appointing him Captain and Governor of the Isle of Wight for life, and ordering his principal King-at-Arms to augment his bearings with a Lion of England and, for a crest, out of a naval crown an armed arm holding a trident. A man of the highest courage he kept these honours bright in the same way that he had won them, notably by his unswerving loyalty to each succeeding King and by his zeal for his country's service. He died 18 November 1692.
Henry Holmes, by royal authority Lieutenant-Governor of the Isle of Wight, erected this monument to his most honoured uncle buried here.
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